
Introduction for the Masses 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

INTRODUCTION FOR THE MASSES 
January 20-21, 2018 

 
GOOD EVENING / MORNING: 
 
Welcome to the celebration of the Eucharist on the 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time.  A special and 
warm welcome to those from other places visiting with us today.  Our celebrant is: [Fr. Paul / Fr. 
Briant] 
 
The intention of this Mass is for:  
 
  5:00 PM:  Our Franciscan Friars 
                      8:30 AM:          Vocations to the Religious Life 
                    10:30 AM:          The faculty, staff and students of Blessed Sacrament School 
 

 The next FaithAction ID card event will be held on Wednesday, January 24, beginning 
promptly at 6pm.  Please see the bulletin for full details. 

 
 If you have requested to receive Offertory envelopes, they are still available in the San 

Damiano Room and will be available through next weekend before being moved to the parish 
office.  Please stop by as you leave Mass today.  Liturgical calendars for 2018 are available 
in the Gathering Space or at the Parish Office. 

 
Please now open your hymnal to inside the back cover, and let us recite our parish mission 
statement. 
 
“Rooted in the Gospel and energized by the spirits of Saints Francis and Clare of Assisi, we, the 
faith community of Blessed Sacrament, seek to be people of vision and mission, living in right 
relationship with God, one another, and all creation.” 
 
So that we may begin our celebration of Mass in the Spirit of Christ Jesus as brothers and sisters 
united in prayer, we invite all of you to please stand and take a moment now to greet those around 
you. 



First Reading 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Jonah 

 

The word of the LORD came to Jonah, saying: 

"Set out for the great city of Nineveh, 

and announce to it the message that I will tell you." 

So Jonah made ready and went to Nineveh, 

according to the LORD'S bidding. 

Now Nineveh was an enormously large city; 

it took three days to go through it. 

Jonah began his journey through the city, 

and had gone but a single day's walk announcing, 

"Forty days more and Nineveh shall be destroyed, " 

when the people of Nineveh believed God; 

they proclaimed a fast 

and all of them, great and small, put on sackcloth. 

 

When God saw by their actions how they turned from their evil way, 

he repented of the evil that he had threatened to do to them; 

he did not carry it out. 

 

The Word of the Lord



Second Reading 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 

 

I tell you, brothers and sisters, the time is running out. 

From now on, let those having wives act as not having them, 

those weeping as not weeping, 

those rejoicing as not rejoicing, 

those buying as not owning,  

those using the world as not using it fully. 

For the world in its present form is passing away. 

 

The Word of the Lord 



 

General Intercessions  
Third Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 

 
Presider: Your ways, O LORD, make known to us; teach us your paths, guide us in your truth and teach 
us, for you are God our savior and redeemer. 
 

 For our Holy Father, Pope Francis may God continue to support and encourage him throughout his 
pastoral visit to Chile and Peru: may his safety be assured and his message be a source of great 
blessing for all present and listening… 
 

 For our young men and women discerning their call in life: may they hear the invitation of Jesus to 
come and follow him and thus use their gifts, talents and abilities for the glory of God and the service 
of others… 
 

 For greater respect for all human life as God’s image and likeness gifted to the world; may the 
mystery of God’s gift be celebrated from ‘the womb to the tomb’ and may Christ help us to make it a 
reality within our hearts and grace those facing difficult life decisions… 
 

 For the leaders of government nationally and internationally: may God awaken within their hearts 
insights into the deepest needs of those whom they serve and help them develop policies that will 
promote the common good… 
 

 For healing of the human family: may Christ help us to be instruments of healing for those bearing 
the wounds of war, violence, prejudice, discrimination, racism and poverty, and may he help us to 
build communities of trust and justice… 
 

 For all who are suffering behind the aftermath of natural disasters – mudslides, fierce winter weather, 
fires, dangerous storms and flooding – may they find the strength and courage they need and may 
our hearts be open to assist them moving forward… 

 
 For the people and intentions, we promise to remember in prayer; for the recovery of the sick or ill; 
for those hospitalized, homebound; for persons oppressed by loneliness or despair; for all who are 
struggling with addictions or mental illness; and for the intentions listed in our parish Book of 
Prayer… 

 

 For those approaching death or in hospice care, and for all who have died - family members, friends, 
loved ones, neighbors, parish benefactors and fellow parishioners: may they be blessed with eternal 
life and may those who are grieving their deaths find solace and comfort in faith and hope… 

 

Presider: God of compassion, with the apostles we hear the call of your Son.  Grant what we have asked 
in these prayers, so that we may follow him with love and celebrate life in his kingdom, both now and forever.  
R: AMEN! 
 

Lector (as all are seated) We invite you to contribute to our parish offertory collection as a means of sharing 
in our ministry here at Blessed Sacrament.  Our second collection supports the Church in Latin America.  
Thank you for your continued support and generosity. 


